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How does cultural identity shape an author’s perspective?
How do our beliefs shape our worldview?

Social Studies Books

The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove

Lexile 810L
Fantasy

Boston, 1891. Sophia Tims comes from a family of explorers and cartologers
who, for generations, have been traveling and mapping the New World--a
world changed by the Great Disruption of 1799, when all the continents were
flung into different time periods. Eight years ago, Sophia's parents left her
with her uncle Shadrack, the foremost cartologer in Boston, and went on an
urgent mission. They never returned.

Then Shadrack is kidnapped. Sophia must search for him with the help of
Theo, a refugee from the West. Together they travel over rough terrain and
uncharted ocean, encounter pirates and traders, and rely on a combination
of Shadrack's maps, common sense, and Sophia's unusual powers of
observation. Little do they know that their lives are in as much danger as
Shadrack's.

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar
Mohamed

Lexile GN 530L
Memoir
National Book Award Finalist

Heartbreak and hope exist together in this remarkable graphic novel about
growing up in a refugee camp, as told by a Somali refugee to the Newbery
Honor-winning creator of Roller Girl. Omar and his younger brother, Hassan,
have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is
hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the
medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has
the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to change
their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family
member he has left, every day. Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist
together in this graphic novel about a childhood spent waiting, and a young
man who is able to create a sense of family and home in the most difficult of
settings.



I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

Lexile 830L
Memoir

The bestselling memoir by Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai. I Am
Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the
Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a crime. They said
women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to
school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism,
Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. So she fought for her
right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the
cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from
school. No one expected her to survive. Now Malala is an international
symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner.
In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been
reimagined specifically for a younger audience and includes exclusive photos
and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from
a young age that she wanted to change the world -- and did. Malala's
powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe
in hope, truth, miracles and the possibility that one person -- one young
person -- can inspire change in her community and beyond.

Social Studies Articles

Defining Characteristics of a Culture–NewsELA Article
The Five Themes of Geography Help Organize how We Study Our Planet–NewsELA article
Christopher Columbus Didn’t Discover the New World; he Rediscovered it–NewsELA article

https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-defining-culture/id/2001021723/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-five-themes-of-geography/id/48740/?collection_id=340
https://newsela.com/read/lib-age-of-discovery/id/31907/

